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Anniversary edition: 20 years 
2 October 2019 
   

Les Voiles carried along by the wind… 

 

-       All set for the challenges! 
-       The Club 55 Cup, the original Nioulargue spirit ever present 

-       A review of the races 

-       Festivities on land and sea in Saint Tropez! 
 

Les Voiles de Saint-Tropez is the most impressive gathering of Classic and Modern 
yachts. Featuring nearly 300 boats and 4,000 sailors, today, on what proved to be a 
very windy afternoon, the competitors took full advantage of the legendary charms 
of the little port in France’s Var region, where the festivities continue day and night. 
Naval architects, boat owners, commodores and skippers of renown, sailing large 
traditional sail boats, futuristic Wallys, sublime little cutters or yawls, some of them 
centenarians, all had the chance to come together, exchanging ideas, sharing 
thoughts and chatting in all the languages about the good health of the sailing 
planet. The previous day’s racing naturally fuelled many a discussion and so it is 
with great gusto that these stalwarts of Les Voiles will head back out into the bay 
tomorrow to turn today’s words into actions out on the water…  
 

Challenge Day: game on for the Wallys, Maxis and large schooners! 
On Thursday, Les Voiles de Saint-Tropez is celebrating the creative spirit of the original 
regatta in a sprint towards Nioulargue between the 12mR Ikra and Pride, the American 
Swan 44. Competitors are traditionally invited to challenge fellow competitors they have an 
affinity with rather than sticking to a measurement logic, with the emphasis on the sheer 
enjoyment value. From noon then, contenders will line themselves up level with the 
Portalet Tower, in front of the sea wall off the port of Saint Tropez, at which point the 
various challengers will set sail one after the other, beneath the gaze of the public flocked 
around the Jean Réveille jetty. With the protagonists competing for the Club 55 Cup first to 
head off, a series of most unlikely and eagerly awaited challenges will follow suit until the 
middle of the afternoon. The large schooners, Wallys and Maxis are also keen to put on a 
show tomorrow so it’s game on for everyone in Saint Tropez on Thursday! 
 

Club 55 Cup, the pioneering spirit!  
In addition to the illustrious sports trophies contested during Les Voiles, the Club 55 Cup 
adds a very unique twist to proceedings by way of a homage to an idea devised by Patrice 
de Colmont that is in line with the original spirit of the regatta. Indeed, this whole event in 
Saint Tropez as it stands today began as a friendly competition between two captains, who 
set themselves a challenge for the love of the sport, in a bid to size up the performance of 
a yacht and her crew in relation to another. In its time, the Club 55 Cup has declared 9 
separate winners. For this 2019 edition, the two protagonists are sure to reflect the 
wonderful duels of times gone by since it is the 12mR Ikra which will be challenging Solte, 
the fine Swan 53 tomorrow. Launching into a 15 nautical mile sprint from the Portalet 



 

 

Tower to the Nioulargue mark and on to Le Club 55… the first to finish takes the win and 
lays down a challenge for the following year with a boat of their choice, the whole thing 
rounding off in a rather sumptuous luncheon beneath the tamarisks of the Club 55 for both 
crews.  
 

The low-down on the leader board… 

 

The Modern yachts competing in Les Voiles 2019 are split into nine groups, whilst the 
Classic yachts are distributed amongst 10 groups, according to their size and rig-type. 
Yesterday’s racing confirmed the main runners and riders, with the favourites seemingly 
on form. In this way, the much-awaited Sumurun (Fife 1914) is certainly one of the stand-
out performers ahead of two craft very familiar with the podiums in Saint Tropez, 
Mariska (Fife 1908) and Moonbeam of Fife (Fife 1903). Ester (Mellgren 1901) 
and Kismet (Fife 1898) are already in contention for a win among the gaffers this Sunday, 
whilst Yanira, Stiren, Il Moro di Venezia, Cippino II, Sonda and Emilia Prima also have the 
edge this evening in the respective groups of Marconi-rigged yachts. 
 

Velsheda (Camper&Nicholson 1933), Kallima (Frers 2001), Flow (Frers 2005) 
and Vesper are excelling in their large IRC A group. Meantime, the highly competitive and 
very packed group of IRC Bs is dominated by the Swan Solte this evening, tailed by the 
Mylius 50 Daguet 2, and the Swiss Baltic 50 Music. 33 boats are racing in IRC C, and it’s 
the TP 52 Nanoq, belonging to Prince Frederik of Denmark that is leading the way, 
followed by another 52-footer, Rowdy Too. IRC D is equally popular with no fewer than 40 
yachts. Bella Donna, Jean Marie Gennari’s Farr 40 is top of the pile. Give Me 5 in IRC E 
and Pitch among the ‘petite’ IRC Fs are also in with a chance of victory. 
 

9th edition of the Gstaad Yacht Club Centenary Trophy.  
 

An absolute must for the centenarians, the Centenary Trophy is disputed as a pursuit race 
on the Thursday within the context of Les Voiles de Saint-Tropez, the boats crossing the 
start line according to their rating and the first to cross the finish line takes the win. Over 
the years, the GYC Centenary Trophy has become the ‘grand finale’ for the classic yachts 
in Saint Tropez. Naturally, numerous participants and past winners come back for more, 
whilst boats that have recently turned a hundred sign up for the first time. As such, the 
2019 line-up boasts several new arrivals, like the 8-Metre 1917 Apache designed by 
Norwegian architect Johan Anker, a name synonymous the world over with the Dragon. 
Another newcomer is Ester, the 1901 gaff sloop designed by Gunnar Mellgren, following 
her unique ‘resurrection’. Two big boats are also making their Centenary Trophy 
debut. Black Swan, a gaff-rigged ketch designed by Charles E. Nicholson in 1899 and 
celebrating her 120th birthday and Sumurun, a 1914 Marconi ketch designed by William 
Fife III with multiple wins to her credit, whose past guests have included Mick Jagger and 
John Kerry.  
 

These Big Boats will have to keep an eye out for other smaller but faster boats, like the 7-
Metre Endrick, designed by William Fife III in 1912, sailed by her owner-skipper Jean 
Degaudenzi, an Olympic sailor. 
 

  
Today’s partners 

 

SUZUKI MARINE 

 

Partner to the Société Nautique de Saint-Tropez, Suzuki Marine grace a number of the 
ribs required at Les Voiles to supervise the on-the-water racing, with some 15 engines in 
all, ranging from 200 to 350hp. Present in the village, Suzuki Marine welcomes the general 
public to its stand, together with its distributors from the south of France. The fleet of 



 

 

Modern and Classic boats at Les Voiles share many of the values of the Japanese 
manufacturer, from innovation to technology to authenticity. The event’s very festive 
mindset, that harks back to the days of the Nioulargue, is also reflected in the Japanese 
brand’s axiom “be conscientious in your work, without taking yourself too seriously…”  
 

  
 

DERBEZ JARDINS - 
 

Proving to be a big hit among visitors and racers, the plants decorating the Village at Les 
Voiles are the work of a local company Derbez Jardins, which offers a landscaped oasis at 
the heart of the bay of Saint Tropez. Derbez Jardins is a unique and exclusive venue that 
creates a wonderful dialogue through plants that inspires the design of spaces and 
objects, creators and cultural exchanges. The Beauty of the Garden is revealed in all its 
splendour thanks to Derbez Jardins. 
 

  
CHEVALIER TORPEZ (THE VINEYARDS OF SAINT TROPEZ) - 
 

Saint Torpes or Torpez of Pisa is venerated as an early Christian martyr and the beautiful 
town of Saint Tropez takes its name from him. For 460 years, the town’s inhabitants have 
paid homage to this exceptional man during the festival of “La Bravade”. Inspired by this 
history, Chevalier Torpez is continuing the name with its own vineyard, which has become 
a rare jewel on the headland of Saint Tropez and spans some 180 hectares. These wines 
tell a story about the village that was created from nature, the arts, exuberance and the 
passion of both men and women. “Our wines are the fruit of a very special vineyard” 
explains Alain Guichet, oenologist and General Manager, “a genuine ‘garden of vines’ 
surrounds the village of Saint Tropez. Wine, like sailing, is a universe of passion shared by 
people who love to celebrate life. Chevalier Torpez is a true signature, on a very special 
‘terroir’ punctuated by salty air, which embellishes our wonderful white, red and rosé wines 
with a very unique flavour.” 
 
 

PROGRAMME 

 
MODERN YACHTS 
Thursday 3 (J. Laurain Memorial Day, Challenge Day), Friday 4 and Saturday 5 October: Inshore races, 1ststart 11:00 
hours 
 
CLASSIC YACHTS 
Thursday 3 (J.Laurain Memorial Day, Challenge Day, Club 55 Cup, GYC Centenary Trophy), Friday 4 and Saturday 5 
October: Inshore race, 1st start 12:00 hours 
 
Prize-giving for everyone  
Sunday 6 October, from 11:00 hours 
 

Sponsors of Les Voiles de Saint-Tropez 

ROLEX 

BMW 

LORO PIANA 

WALLY 

NORTH SAILS 

BESSERAT DE BELLEFON 

HOTEL BYBLOS 

AIR FRANCE 

MERCANTOUR EVENTS 

SUZUKI MARINE 

PORT OF SAINT TROPEZ 

LES MARINES DE COGOLIN 

DERBEZ JARDINS 

CHEVALIER TORPEZ (VINEYARDS OF SAINT TROPEZ) 



 

 

L’ESPRIT VILLAGE DE SAINT-TROPEZ 

SUPERVISION 

BRIG 

SUN 7 GRAPHIC 

TOURIST OFFICE 

FRENCH SAILING FEDERATION (FFV) 
 
Organisation: 
Société Nautique de Saint-Tropez, President: Tony Oller 
Principal Race Officer: Georges Korhel 
On-water organisation: Philippe Martinez 
Inscriptions: Frédérique Fantino 
Editor: Denis Van Den Brink 
Communication: Chloé de Brouwer 
 
Website: www.lesvoilesdesaint-tropez.fr  
Facebook: les Voiles de Saint-Tropez officiel 
Twitter: @VoilesSTOrg  
 

Photo: 
Gilles Martin-Raget 
 
Video: 
Digivision 
How to access the platform 
Go to www.digivision.fr then to « Download » and create an account 
Once the email address is validated, access is personal and secure. 
Production manager: Anne-Laurence Rapuc +33 6 88 07 24 68  
 

Press Relations: 
Maguelonne Turcat 
Tel +33 6 09 95 58 91 

Email magturcat@gmail.com  

 

http://www.lesvoilesdesaint-tropez.fr/
http://www.digivision.fr/
tel:+33%206%2088%2007%2024%2068
tel:+33%206%2009%2095%2058%2091
mailto:magturcat@gmail.com

